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The  Lincoln  Children 

Robert  Todd  Lincoln 


City  Homes 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


Old  Chicogo  Houses 

bij  John  Drury 


THE  HOME  OF  LINCOLN'S  SON. 

Although  few,  if  any,  landmarks 
in  Chicago  associated  with  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  remain  today,  there 
still  exists  the  residence  in  which 
Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  son  of  the 
martyred  president,  lived  with  his 


family  for  almost  two  decades.  It 
stands  at  the  northwest  corner  of 
Scott  street  and  Lake  Shore  drive. 

This  three-story  brownstone  edi- 
fice, plain  but  dignified  and  now 
partly  covered  with  ivy,  was  erect- 
ed by  Robert  Lincoln  upon  his  re- 
turn to  Chicago  in  1893,  after  he 
had  served  four  years  as  United 
States  minister  to  Great  Britam. 
At  that  time  Lake  Shore  drive  was 
beginning  to  supplant  Prairie  ave- 
nue as  the  city's  Gold  Coast. 

One  of  City's  Leadingr  Lawyers. 

Before  being  sent  to  London,  Lin- 
coln had  been  a  resident  of  Chi- 
cago and  one  of  the  city's  leading 
lawyers.     He  had  come  to  this  city 

with  his  widowed  mother  soon  aft- 
er the  assassination  of  President 
Lincoln.  After  being  established 
as  a  lawyer  here,  he  became  coun- 
selor of  the  Pullman  Company,  su- 
pervisor of  the  Township  of  South 
Chicago,  and  a  trusteed  of  the  Illi- 
nois Central  Railroad. 

Then    national    honors    came    to 
him  despite  the  fact  he  was  averse 
to  pubhc  life,  preferring  instead  to 
quietly  practice  law.     He  was  ap- 
pointed secretary  of  war  by  Presi- 
dent James  A.  Garfield,  served  m 
this  high  position  competently,  re- 
turned  to   Chicago,   and   then   was 
called    to    public    life    once    more 
when    President    Benjamin    Harri- 
son named  him  minister  to  England. 
But    when    he    and    his    family 
came  back  to  Chicago  in  the  year 
of   the   World's   Columbian  Exposi- 
tion,   Robert    Lincoln    was    deter- 
mined   never    again    to    accept    an 
official    appointment.      He    disliked 
public    appearances.      He    did    not 
want   to   create   the    impression   he 
was  capitalizing  on  his  father's  great 
name.      It    was    this    attitude    that 
caused   him   to   build   a   substantial 
home    here    which    would    be    his 
permanent  abode  and  in  which  he 
could  live  a  quiet,  simple  existence 
and  entertain  a  few  close  friends. 
AVitness  of  Assassinations. 
Not  only   was   Robert   Lincoln    a 
reticent  man  but  he  was  a  consid- 
erably   saddened,  person    when    he 
built    his    Lake    Shore    drive    resi- 
dence. For   fate  and   circumstances 
had  combined  to  make  him  an  eye- 
witness at  the  assassination  of  his 
father  and  of  President  Qarfield  in 
1881.     This  wasn't  all;   in   1901   he 
was  within  earshot  when  President 
iMcKinloy  was  fatally  fired  upon  at 
the  Buffalo  exposition. 

After  becoming  established  in  his 
Lake  Shore  drive  home  Lincoln  re- 
sumed his  connections  with  the 
Pullman  Company  and  a  few  years 
later,  upon  the  death  of  George  M. 
Pullman,  he  was  named  president 
of  the  company.  He  served  in  this 
capacity  until  1906,  when  he  re- 
tired to  become  chairman  of  the 
board.  All  during  the  years  of  his 
'presidency  of  the  company  Lincoln 


took  little  interest  in  outside  affairs 
and  rarely  appeared  in  public. 

He  was  content  to  occupy  his  leis- 
ure time  in  his  home  and  entertain 
a  few  close  friends  at  intervals.  Pre- 
siding over  this  home  was  his  wife, 
Mary,    daughter   of   James  Harlaji, 
who  had  been  an  Iowa  senator  dur- 
ing the  Civil  War.  It  is  not  known 
whether  this  house  ever  contained 
the  six  trunks  of  letters  and  other 
personal   papers   of  President  Lin- 
coln that  Robert  Lincoln  afterward 
placed  in  the  Library  of  Congress 
with    the   understanding    that   they 
were  not  to  be  opened  until  1947. 
President's  Picture  in  Home. 
The  house  did  contain,  however, 
many  art  objects  and  articles  of  his- 
toric interest  to  which  Robert  fe 
heir.  Among  these  was  a  large  o  1 
painting  of  the  martyred  President. 
The  owner  of  these  possessions  val- 
ued them   highly   and     was     fully 
aware  of  their  historical  significance. 
He   was,   incidentally,   at  one   time 
president  of  the  Chicago  Historical 

^°lTL^'said  that  during  his  leisure 
moments  in  this  Gold  Coast  mansion 
: Robert   Lincoln    at    times      enjoyed 
working  out  algebraic  equations   He 
was  also  something  of  an  amateur 
astronomer.  For  out-of-door  recre- 
ation he  sought  the  pleasures  of  goU 
with  intimate  companions  or  a  drive 
in  his  carriage.  Those  who  knew  him 
said  he   was   an   inveterate   smoker 
and,  within  his  own  small  circle,  a 
good   conversationalist     and   story- 
teller, ,    .         ,      .,   1 
He  is  described  as  being  physical-  ] 
Iv  unlike  his  illustrious  father.  He 
was  shorter  in  stature  and  quicker 
in  movement.     As  was  the  fashion 
among    men    of    the    time,    Robert 
Lincoln  wore  a  full  mustache  and 
beard.    Although  possessed  of  a  re- 
tiring  nature,   he   was   not  cold   or 
taciturn     among    his     friends,  -.and 
showed    as    much    warmth    toward 
them     as     President     Lincoln     did 
among  his  intimates. 

Mansion  Sold  In  1911. 
The     Lincolns     and     their     two 
daughters    lived    in    this    residence 
until    1911,    when    they    sold    it    to 
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CAGO  DAILY  NEWS.  FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  6>  1939. 


LINCOLN'S  SON  LIVED  HERE 


In  this  house  at  1234  Lake  Shore  Drive  lived  Robert 
Todd  Lincoln,  son  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  dwelling 
was  built  in  1893  after  Lincoln  returned  from  England, 
where  he  served  four  years  as  United   States  minister  to 

Great    Britain.  IBy  a  staff  photographer.] 


Charles  A.  Monroe,  public  utili- 
ties official  and  son-in-law  of  the 
late  Frank  G.  Logan,  Chicago  capi- 
talist and  art  patron.  The  Lincolns 
moved  to  their  summer  home  at 
Manchester,  Vt.,  where  Robert  Lin- 
coln died  in  1926  at  the  age  of  82. 
His  widow  died  there  in  1937  at 
the  age  of  90. 

The  only  descendents  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  living  today  are  the 
two  daughters  of  the  Robert  Lin- 
colns, Mrs.  Jesse  Randolph  and  Mrs. 
Cliarles  Isham,  both  of  Washington, 
and  their  children — Charles  Isham 
Jr.  of  New  York  and  Robert  Lin- 
coln Beckwith  and  Mary  Lincoln 
Beckwith,  children  of  Mrs.  Ran- 
dolph by  her  first  marriage. 

The  Lake  Shore  drive  residence 
today,  occupied  by  Mrs.  Nancy 
Clark,  is  in  good  condition  and  lit- 
tle altered  since  the  time  of  the 
Lincolns.  The  reception  hall  is 
paneled  entirely  in  oak  and  the 
living  room  in  mahogany.  There 
are  tiled  fireplaces  in  all  impor- 
tant rooms,  as  well  as  parquetry 
floors.  Mrs.  Clark  says  that  Lin- 
coln students  often  come  to  visit 
the  house. 

(This  is  the  30th  of  a  series  of  ar- 
ticles on  interesting  old  Chicago 
houses  appearing  each  Friday  in 
The  Daily   News.) 


Hot  Brown  Bread 
Delicious    Served 
With  Baked  Beans 

AN  old-fashioned  bean  pot  filled 
with  Boston  baked  beans  ac- 
companied by  a  steaming  platter  of 
Boston  brown  bread  is  considered 
by  many  food  lovers  as  just  about 
perfect.  Here's  a  recipe  for  baked 
bean.s  that  rival  those  that  grand- 
mother used  to  make. 

Boston   Baked   Beans. 

Navy  beans  are  first  washed  and 
picked  over.  This  recipe  calls  for 
two  cups.  Cover  with  cold  water 
and  allow  to  soak  over  night.  One 
teaspoon  of  soda  added  to  the  water 
in  which  the  beans  are  being  soaked 
insures  thorough  softening. 

The  next  morning  drain  the 
beans,  add  boiling  water  to  cover 
and  let  simmer  until  the  skins  are 
easily  pierced.  If  the  beans  are 
boiled  they  will  break  up,  so  keep 
them  under  the  boilmg  point. 
When  done,  drain. 

Put  a  thin  slice  of  scalded  salt 
pork  in  the  bottom  of  the  pot  or 
baking  dish.  Add  the  beans,  placing 
one-half  inch  strips  of  salt  pork, 
rind  side  up,  on  top.  About  one- 
third  pound  of  salt  pork  is  required. 

Combine  one-fourth  cup  of  mo- 
lasses, two  tablespoons  of  salt, 
three-fourths  teaspoon  of  mustard 
and  one  cup  of  boiling  water  and, 
when  well  combined,  pour  over  the 
beans.  Add  enough  water  to  cover. 
Cover  the  dish  and  bake  slowly  for 
six  to  eight  hours  in  a  325-degree 
oven.  Remove  the  cover  the  last 
hour  so  the  beans  will  brown. 
Boston  Brown  Bread. 

Just  as  pork  demands  an  apple 
garnish,  a  dish  of  Boston  baked 
beans  isn't  complete  without  Bos- 
ton brown  bread.  The  two  make 
a  perfect  menu  couplet. 

To  make  the  bread,  sift  together 
one  and  one-half  cups  of  cornmeal. 
one  and  one-half  cups  of  graham 
flour,  one  teaspoon  of  salt  and  one 
and  one-half  teaspoons  of  soda  until 
blended.  Add  one-half  cup  of  mo- 
lasses and  two  cups  of  sour  milk 
or  buttermilk  and  stir  until  well 
combined. 

Fill  two  greased  molds  not  more 
than  two-thirds  full.  Cover  closely 
and  half  immerse  in  boiling  water.  I 

Steam  for  three  and  one-half 
hours,  keeping  the  water  at  the 
boiling  point.  Replenish  the  water 
when  necessary.    At  the  end  of  the 


steaming  time,  remove  from  the 
water,  uncover  and  bake  in  a  slow 
oven  for  15  minutes  to  dry  out. 
Cut  the  bread  while  hot. 
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Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance 
Ft.  ftayne,  Ind. 
Gentlemen; - 

I  aj3i  now  in  the  process  of 
restoring  to  it's  original  beauty  the 
home  built  by  Robert  T.  Linconl. 


^ 


It  is  one  of  unqualified  beauty 
in  red  brick,  four  floors,  some  rooms 
oark  panneled  v^alls  and  some  are  solid 
mahogany . 

i^e  have  been  so  employed 
since  Lecenher  13  19^^  ^'^^-   ^''ill  require 
until  July  1st  to  really  do  the  finest 
job  we  know  how,  however  what  we  have  to 
work  v.'ith  is  responding  beautifully. 


1 erhaps  you  may  have  a 
picture  of  President  Lincoln,  I  have 
uncovered  evidence  that  Robert  presented 
you  with  a  favorite  of  his  father's 
likeness,  that  you  m-ight  send  ire  a  copy 
suitable  for  framing  and  hanging  in  the 
reception  hall.   Do  ycu  have  one  of  Robert? 

Your  co-operation  will  be 
hiahly  appreciated. 

Yours  re  spe,at fully , 
■  ROBH.RT  ..-T  .-'f^IlIC OLN  HOJJ 
I23I-L  -^-ake  Shore/Lriye/ 


By  Oc 

"   ii d  Vv  ar d  F . '  Smi  th . 
Direct  decendent  of  Jefferson  Davis. 
Phone  DEalv.are  7~9365 


[ 


ij 


.'   ;  .  i   LINCOLN 

1234    LoU    5Ura  Diiv.    «(5c»it 

ihlioLnitA  aaaomodaiLon^  fox    mtn 
Sotnci^inq  near   and   diffextJti  fot    iw 
<Shi(Unt  of  modtxn  meant.  eUuxln^  "CluS  <iSttfLK ' 
Soak   unit  eomfxLtte.   with 
jz-.-.A'  xefxlat-xatoxs,   goi,   tange,    inaak  pau. 
■   .-Lifi^xi,     ixonsxi,    e^o^ufooa 

t*4j»g    matheaiSi.,    aomfc       If^vy^pt^fy   25|     1949 
iA   ioxanUx  ana  iiudsnt  Lamfi 

tutuMnllexi.,   cUski.,  i.koujt.xi. 

'     ^  to  tfu.  beach. 

Kr.  Edvard  F.    Smith 

Stron^^lth 

928-920  Vest  Sheridan  RoaA^Ete 

Chicago,  13,  Illinois 

De&r  Mr.  Saiths 

vf©  are  pleased  to  learn  of  yovx  progress 
in  restoring  the  home  Wit  by  Hobert  I.  Liaecln. 

Under  separate  cover  we  are  sending  a  ooyy  of 
the  Brady  Lincoln  Portrait,  At  the  moment  v©  do  not  have 
a  likeness  of  Hohert  LixKsoln  stdtable  for  framing.  If  there 
should  be  one  ai^dlahle  later,  we  will  notij^  you. 

Very  truly  yours, 


mm  Secretary  to  J)r,     arrea 


\ 


ROBERT  LINCOLN  GUEST  HOUSE 

1234    LaU    SLre   Drive    ot  ScoH 


<^^anAi.oms.Lu   ahiioinisa   accomodatiom.   fox   men 
£~iom£.th.Lna  nzw   and   diffs.xs.nt  fox    ine. 
cStuds-nt   of  modsxn  msani.  dsi-ixina  "dLuij   s^iuLe." 

^acn    unit   aomfiLste    uritn 
,:Ssxvs.L    xsfxigsxaioxi.,    qa±    xangs,    inaak  traxi. 
uxai.ne.xi.,     ixonsxi.,    cyroLLijurood   LndividuaL    trsdi., 
innexi-jixing    maiix£i.i.£i.,    comfoxtabLe.    Lounging 
fuxnituxs  ivitn    toxaniez  and  i.tudznt  Lamb. 
Liantincj,  xadioi.,    tuhs.Krxits.xi,   dsiki.,  ikoiusxi. 
and   ^ibtaxu. 

1000  fsst    undsx  tns    dxivs  to  tks  ursacn 
$12.50       to       $lS.OO       I'jsskLu 

iJxatBxnLtij  cirfouie  <:zrfimo±b.n.£,xz 

*L?oz    xsi.sxuationi.    \LiS'J-gsS5 


■>'^I* 
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Lincoln  Robert  Todd  Home  in  Chicago,  111. 


r' 


LANDMARK 
TO  BE  RAZED 

CHICAGO  (UPI)  —  Wreck- 
ers prepared  Wednesday  to 
tear  down  -a  Chicago  landmark 
— the  20-room  home  built  in 
1893  by  Robert  Todd  Lincoln, 
son  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  The 
Civil  War  President's  son  lived 
until  1911  in  the  mansion.  The 
site  is  being  cleared  for  a 
15-story   apartment  building. 


Thursday,  Jan.  15,  1959 
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Chica'.;o  Tribmie 
Pebnilir;'  11,   r.Hi7 


in  ^M'ti  J  /i  in  a  ten  \ 

BY  LOUISE  HUTCHINSON 

[Chicago  Tribune   Press  Service] 

WASHINGTON,  Feb.  10— The  only  one  of  Abraham  Lin- 
roln's  four  sons  lo  live  to  adulthood  spent  a  part  of  his 
life  in  a  handsome  home  in  the  Georgetown  section  of 
Washington  where  a  plaque  outside  tells  you  the  house  once 
was  his. 

"I  have  had  guests  here  sometimes  and  wondered  if  they 
came  to  see  me  or  my  liouse,"  said  Mrs.  Peter  Frelinghuysen, 
wife  of  a  Republican  congressman  from  New  Jersey  who  owns 
the  Lincoln  house  now. 

The  home  across  the  street  may  be  more  famous.  It  is 
where  Mrs.  Jacqueline  Kennedy  and  her  children  lived  for 
about  five  monllis  in  1964  m  a  state  of  siege  from  tourists 
with  cameras  and  bmoculars,  and  sightseeing  buses  rumbling 
by. 

History  records  the  grief  of  the  Lincolns  when  Willie  Lin- 
coln, 11,  said  to  have  been  the  President's  favorite  son,  died  in 
the  While  House,  in  1862,  during  the  crisis  of  the  Civil  war. 

But  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  who  lived  until  1926  and  the  age 
of  82,  had  a  varied  career.  He  was  a  captain  on  Gen.  U.  S. 
Grant's  staff  in  1865.  He  was  secretary  of  war  in  the  cabinets 
of  Presidents  Garfield  and  Arthur.  Later,  he  was  United  States 
minister  to  Great  Britain  and  president  of  the  Pullman  com- 
pany. 

•      •      • 

IN  1915,  ROBERT  TODD  LINCOLN  bought  the  Georgetown 
house.  It  was  built  about  1799  by  the  owner  of  a  George- 
town tobacco  warehouse.  While  it  was  going  up,  he  lived  across 
the  street  in  the  house  Jackie  later  would  make  famous.  It  is 
beheved  to  be  four  years  older  than  the  Lincoln  house. 

But  Mrs.  Frelinghuysen  didn't  buy  it  because  it  was  his- 
toric. When  her  husband  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1952,  she 
had  five  children,  two  of  them  babies.  She  needed  room.  And 
she  wanted  to  live  in  Georgetown. 

"People  told  me  I  was  fooUsh  to  want  a  house  so  old," 
she  said,  seated  in  one  of  the  high-ceiling  double  parlors.  "But 
we  haven't  even  had  a  leak  in  the  roof.  And  the  thick  brick 
walls  keep  it  cool  in  summer." 

Fireplaces  are  in  each  of  the  four  first-floor  rooms  and  the 
eight  bedrooms  on  the  two  floors  above.  Only  one  doesn't  work 
and  the  Frelinghuysens  have  used  all  the  others.  Above  the 
front  door  the  fan  light  carries  out  the  same  semi-circle  of  the 
first  story  windows. 

An  owner  in  the  late  19th  century  kept  a  cow  and  killed 
hogs  each  fall.  The  brick  smokehouse  still  is  there  and  Uie 
Frelinghuysen  children  once  used  it  as  a  play  house. 


THE  ARRIVAL  OF  MRS.  KENNEDY  on  'N'  sUeet  turned  it 
into  a  bedlam.  Tourists  asked  to  go  upstairs  in  the  Fre- 
linghuysen home  to  better  photograph  the  Kennedy  house. 

They  thronged  the  sidewalks  on  summer  Sundays,  bmocu- 
lars trained  on  Mrs.  Kennedy's  windows.  They  timed  the  ar- 
rival of  Caroline  Kennedy  home  from  school-and  waited. 

Most  of  that's  over  now,  said  Mrs.  Frelinghuysen,  altho  a 
few  still  come.  Sometimes  her  own  bell  rings  and  a  tourist 
!  asks  to  see  the  house  in  which  Lincoln's  son  lived. 
'  The  Frelinghuysens  are  not  Lincoln  buffs.  But  a  photo- 
graph hangs  on  one  wall  of  the  stately  home.  It  is  one  of  the 
last  taken  of  Lincob  before  his  assassination.  The  face  is 
drawn  and  the  eyes  dark. 

But  Mrs.  Frelinghuysen,  after  all,  is  a  contemporary 
woman  She  likes  her  163-year-old  home  not  because  Robert 
Todd  Lincoln  slept  there,  but  because  it  is  what  homes  should 
be:  "It's  comfortable."  


8— Su>i.,  June  9,  1957  -M—       The  Chicago  American 


IF  THE  WALLS  COULD  TALK       ', 

Todd  Lincoln 


ist 


slept  Here 


By  Cholly  Dearborn 


■i 


IN  THE  PICTURESQUE  Gold  Coast  area  north 
of  Division  St.,  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Scott  st.  arid 
Lake  Shore  dr.,  stands  a  faded  red  briqk  mansion.  Its 
walls  are  partially  covered  by  ivy. 

Ola  timers  in  the  neighborhood  call  this  house  the 
Robert  Todd  Lincoln  home.  It  was  occupied  for  two 
decades  by'the  son  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Currently  it  is  rumored  that  this  lakefront  struc- 
ture will  be  torn  down  to  make  room  for  a  modern 
apartment  building.  But  that's  a  threat  encountered 
by  every  landowner  of  vintage  architecture  in  the 
Gold  Coast. 

At  the  time  Of  the  last  such  report.  Floyd  Landis, 
a  personable  young  bachelor,  came  to  the  rescue  and 
purchased  the  Lincoln  home.  Floyd's  interest  in  old 
properties  stems  from  his  career.  He  works  with  the 
University  of  Chicago's  urban  renewal  program. 

It  is  this  group's  work  to  face-lift  old  neighbor- 
hoods—to remove  the  blighted  buildings  and  to  pre- 
vent the  community  from  becoming  a  slum  area. 
•  •  • 

AS  THE  NEW  owner  of  one  of  the  city's  historic 
'   sites.  Floyd  proceeded  to  build  a  modern  apartment  for 
liis  own  use  on  the  second  floor.  A  large  bay  of  win- 
dows jutting  out  in   front  overlooks  Lake   Michigan 
and  a  panoramic  view  of  the  drive.  It's  a  typically  Chi- 
cago view  and  one  beloved  by  those  who  love  this  city. 
There's  a  sharp  contrast  between   the  handsome 
contemporary  room  and  the   Victorian  \6itting«  room 
occupied  by  the  brooding  than  whbstf-fafther^^ad  been 
president  of  the  United  States.  Today  the  walls  hear 
the  tom-tom  beat  of  the  litest  calypso  record*  brought 
'    back  from  his  trip  to  the 
Bahamas, 

Little  has  been  changed 
on  the  first  floor.  The  spa- 
ciousness of  the  large  oak- 
panelled  ehtrance  hall  with 
•pllts   parquetry    floors    and 
'  ^^aceful  rftalrcase  and  the 
l-mahogany   panelled    living 
".^oom     bespeaks     another 
■^>era.  ^.  ' 

'  v^  A  lif esllfe  •  p  0  r  t  r  a  i  t  of 
.•^resident  lilncoln  hangs  in 
,nthe  hall.  The  house  has 
4  biBen  made  into  one  and  two 
JrrGom  Unites  which  will  be 
^  modernized  eventually  by 
t  the  new  owner.  _, 
I  Floyd  has  collected  many 
'jf  art  objects  and  choice 
r  pieces  of  furniture  from  his 
I  travels.  He  has  carefully 
|.  preserved  SometHlnfe'of  an 
%■  earlier  era  by  skillfully 
4  cotnblnlnB  old'  and  new. 
Ij       An   old   Italian   cabinet, 

*  filled  with  j^ecret  compart- 
J   ments,  has  been'  finished  in 

*  bone- white.   |*<tear  it  stands 

*  a  coal-oil  lamp.  Modern 
ijj  /masks  arid  hand-made  furn- 
1, 'iture  and  hand  woven  fab- 


K  liliagu  American  photo  by  CUdilei 

and   Mrs.   George   Bogert,   one 


FLOYD  LANDIS 
guess  at  a  cocktail  party  in  his  home'which'once  was 
pied  by  Robert  Todd  Lincoln 


Keller. ) 

of  his 
occu- 


ncs  are  as  avant  ^arde  as  a 
tomorrow  thftt./deligh 
nre.servlnff  yesterday. 


•-&<l-i9 


^v.  ^  ^^rr 
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OfFices  in 

Phoenix,  Arizona 

Tucson,  Arizona 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Pasadena,  Calif. 

Sacramento,  Calif. 

San  Diego,  Calif. 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Denver,  Colorado 

Parmington,  Conn. 

Newtown,  Conn. 
•Washington,  D.C. 

Gainesville,  Florida 
•.Miami,  Florida 

Orlando,  Florida 

Riviera  Beach.  Florida 

Tampa,  Florida 

.Atlanta,  Ga. 

Pocatello,  Idaho 

Berkeley,  III. 

Chicago,  III. 

Peoria,  III. 

Schiller  Park,  III. 
•Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Dcs  .Moines,  Iowa 

Iowa  City.  Iowa 

Louisville,  Kentucky 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Baltimore,  .Md. 

Boston,  Mass. 

Wellesley  Hills.  Mass. 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Soulhfield.  .Mich. 

Kui'liester,  Minn. 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Kansas  City,  .Mo. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Omaha,  Neb. 

Mountainside.  N.J. 

Plainfield,  N.J. 

Buflalo,  N.Y. 

Hewlett,  L.I.,  N.Y. 

Latham,  N.Y. 
'New  York.  N.Y. 

Rochester,  N.Y. 

.'^vracusc,  N.Y. 

Chapel  Hill,  N.C. 

Charlotte,  .N.C. 

Durham,  N.C. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

(Cleveland,  Ohio 

Columbus,  Ohio 

Toledo,  Ohio 

Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Portland,  Oregon 

Harrishurs,  Pa. 
•Philadelphia.  Pa. 

Pittsburgh.  Pa. 

Cranston,  R.I. 

Charleston,  S.C. 

.Memphis,  Tenn. 

Amarillo,  Texas 

Dallas,  Texas 

Houston,  Texas 

San  .Antonio,  Texas 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

Burlington,  Vl. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Richmond,  Va. 

Seattle,  Wash. 

Spokane,  Wash. 

Charleston,  W.  Va. 

Dousman,  Wis. 
.Madison,  Wis. 


"Serving  Over  78,000 
Doctors  Throughout 
the  United  States." 
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March  16 ,  1972 


Dr.  Gerald  McMurtry 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
311  Seventh  Avenue  -  North 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37219 

Dr.  McMurtry: 

I  have  seen  a  copy  of  Dick  Davies'  letter  to  you  which 
I  appreciate. 

Robert  Todd  Lincoln  built  my  New  York  townhouse  for  his 
twin  daughters  somewhere  around  1905. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  facets  concerning  the  house 
is  the  fact  that  the  Isham  family,  which  one  or  both  of 
the  girls  married  into,  owned  the  property  from  about  1830. 

Recently  a  very  odd  thing  occurred.   About  a  month  ago  we 
received  a  letter  from  one  of  the  oldest  fraternal  organiza- 
tions in  the  United  States.   The  letter  was  addressed  to 
Charles  Isham,  122  East  38th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.   When 
I  called  the  Society,  which  I  believe  was  called  the 
"Cornellian  Society",  they  told  me  that  one  of  the  girls, 
in  error,  had  gone  through  their  old  membership  enrollment 
ledgers.   She  had  taken  Mr.  Isham' s  name  and  addressed  the 
envelope  to  him.   That  ledger  indicated  that  he  had  joined 
the  group  in  the  1860 's.   The  enrollment  was  in  his  own 
handwriting  and  listed  the  address  where  our  current  home 
is  located. 

I  am  an  art  collector  and  it  is  of  particular  interest  to  me 
to  know  that  Samuel  Isham,  who  evidently  was  the  husband  of 
Lincoln's  granddaughter , was  an  artist  and  wrote  more  than 
one  book  on  the  subject  of  American  paintings.   We  are 
trying  to  locate  one  that  was  printed  in  1927  and  I  under- 
stand that  we  have  to  wait  six  months  for  a  copy  to  be  run 
off. 

I  have  bought  all  sorts  of  items  from  the  Lincoln  Isham 
estate  including  oil  paintings  which  are  being  restored 
plus  the  first  one  that  RTL  painted  when  he  was  around 
13  or  14  years  old.    In  addition,  we  bought  a  collage  of 
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RTL's  railroad  passes  as  issued  in  1904. 

I  have  acquired  a  magnificent  sterling  silver  cigarette 

box  which  is  inscribed  ' J.TL  from '   and  then  there 

are  three  facsimiles  of  signatures,  two  of  which  are 
hard  to  decipher.   One  last  name  was  White  and  one,  I  believe 
was  Johnson.   I  don't  have  the  box  in  front  of  me  as  it  is 
at  home . 

We  have  also  acquired  an  extremely  large  etching  of  the 
Lincoln  Cabinet.   It  was  in  the  original  frame  and  the 
etching  itself  is  in  magnificent  shape.   I  don't  know 
whether  you  would  call  it  an  etching  or  a  black  and  white 
lithograph. 

I  would  like  to  know  whether  there  is  anything  that  you  can 
tell  me  about  the  history  of  the  Isham  family. 

/A 

Cordially, 


i 


J 


George  J .  Arden 
President 


G JA : dw 

cc:   Mr.  Richard  Davies 
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March  24,  1972 


Mr.  Gerald  McMurtry 

Lincoln  Museum 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 


Mr .  McMurtry : 

Here  is  a  description  of  our  house  which  we  have 
been  giving  out  to  visitors. 

I  wonder  if  there  is  any  light  that  you  can  throw 
on  the  Isham  family  and  their  past  history. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  lived  in  a  build- 
ing on  our  property  well  before  Robert  Todd  Lincoln 
bought  it  in  1905  and  constructed  the  home  in  which 
we  now  live. 

I  thought  you  would  be  interested  in  know  that  on 
March  28  at  Parke-Bernet  some  interesting  Lincoln 
items  are  being  auctioned  off. 

Of  interest  to  us  are  two  lots  containing  photographs 
of  the  Isham  family  and  interiors  of  their  homes.   We 
are  hoping  that  some  of  those  interiors  will  be  of  the 
home  we  now  occupy. 

I  am  trying  to  find  out  how  Samuel  Isham  was  related  to 
Lincoln  Isham.   I  would  presume  that  Samuel  was  the 
brother  of  Charles  Isham.   I'd  appreciate  any  clarifi- 
cation that  you  can  give  me. 

I  am  going  to  trace  off  the  names  inscribed  into  a  sterl- 
ing silver  cigarette  box  that  was  given  to  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln  in  1905  as  I  think  you  will  find  those  names  of 
interest  and  perhaps  you  can  help  me  identify  their  re- 
lationship with  Mr.  Lincoln. 


Cordially , 

George  Arden 
President 

GA:eg 
enc  , 


v.^ 


-In 
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Phoi-nix,  Ariion* 
Tucion.  Arutim 
Litiie  Roclc,  Ark. 
Loi  Angelirs,  Cfli'f- 
Pa^acJtna,  Calif. 
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Sjc  D«fO.  Calif- 
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Orbntio,  Florida 
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Tampa,  Florida 
.Alianla,  Ga. 
Hocalello,  Idaho 
Berkrley,  III. 
Clura^o.  Ill, 
t'r,„in.  II). 
n.Uiiu,  |<„,u,  Ml, 
'iiidiiiia(Juli5,  Inil. 
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Wellesley  HilU.  Mass. 
Grand  Rapids,  .Mich. 
SfluthSeld.  MicK. 
Kcv.-.rsKT.  Muia- 
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Omaha,  Neb. 
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£i£il»i.  N_^ . 

Utham.  N.Y. 
•New  York.  N,Y. 
Rochester.  N.Y. 
Syracuse,  N.Y. 
C.bap-J  HiJJ,  .VC 
Charlotte.  .\.C. 
Durham,  N.C. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Columous,  Ohio 
Toledo.  Ohio 
Oklahoma  City.  Okla. 
Portland,  Oregon 
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•Philadelphia.  Pa. 
Pittvburph.  Pa. 
Cranjton,  R.I. 
Charleston,  S.C. 
-Memphis,  Tcnn, 
Am.iriUo,  Texas 
Dallas,  Texas 
Ilon-ton,  Texas 
San  Antonio,  Texas 
Sail  Lake  City,  Utah 
BurlinRton,  Vt. 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Richmond.  Va. 
Seattle,  Wash. 
.Snokane,  \t'ash. 
Charleston,  W.  Va. 
Dou-man,  Wis. 
.Madison.  Wis. 


"Serving  Over  78.000 
Doctors  Throughout 
ihe  United  Slates." 


RE;  12  2  EAST  3  8TH  STREET,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y 


Many  of  our  guests  have  evidenced  an  interest  in  the 
history  of  the  house  which  you  are  now  visiting. 

This  house,  with  the  twin  house  next  door,  was  built 
by  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  Abraham  Lincoln's  son,  as 
gifts  for  his  daughters,  Mrs.  Warren  Beckwith  and 
Mrs.   Charles  Ishain. 

Robert  Todd  Lincoln  tore  down  the  existing  properties 
in  1905  v/hich  had  been  on  the  sites  since  1840,  and 
built  tho  new  houses  on  the  old  sub-basements,  which 
still  exist  as  utility  cc-nter-g  and  both  contnin   wino 
cellars  which  were  reputed  to  have  either  been  wine 
repositories  or  old  root  cellars. 

The  houses  are  a  combination  of  Adams  and  Victorian 
style  and  the  architecture  was  approved  and  supervised 

by  Stanford  White  and  it  is  said  that  he  had  a  hand 
in  designing  the  hordes. 

All  the  plaster  moldings  and  wood  carvings  are  still  in 
their  original  state,  as  are  aany  other  decorations  in 
the  house. 

The  elevators  are  among  the  earliest  ever  to  be  placed 
in  a  private  residence  in  New  York  City  and  we  have   been 
told  by  the  Otis  Elevator  Company  that  ours  is  the  oldest 
private  elevator  that  they  know  of. 

Abraham  Lincoln's  great  grandson,  Lincoln  Isham,  was  born 
on  June  8,  1892  and  lived  in  this  house  with  his  parents 
until  June  8,  1919,  when  he  got  married.   He  remained  in 
the  house  with  his  Mother  until  1930  and  then  moved  to 
138  E.  36th  Street  while  his  Mother   remained  in  this 
building.   In  1931  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  Isham  moved  to 
4  40  Park  Avenue  where  they  resided  until  1939  and  they 
left  New  York  City  in  1960.   Lincoln  Isham  passed  away 
September  1971. 
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According  to  the  information  available,  Mrs.  Charles 
Isham,  Lincoln  Isham's  Mother,  lived  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  where  she  died  on  November  21,  1938.   However, 
another  record  has  her  moving  back  to  New  York  City 
in  1938  to  19  East  72nd  Street. 

For  the  past  several  years  this  has  been  used  as  the 
"Celanese  House"  and  thousands  of  people  from  all  over 
the  country  have  visited  it.   Unfortunately,  many  still 
do  so  we  have  disconnected  the  front  door  bell. 

Of  equal  historic  significance  is  the  fact  that  the 
sub-basement  is  so  deep  that  we  have  the  only  exposed 
sewer  pipes  in  the  City  of  New  York.   They  are  three 
feet  above  the  sub-basement  floor,  and  for  anybody  who 
cares  to  photograph  them,  we  have  a  Polaroid  camera 
;   available. 

■  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  two  and  one-half  story 
house  which  immediately  adjoins  the  Lincoln  home  was  at 
one  time  an  operating  dairy  and  the  plot  of  land  occupied 
by  that  building  extends  behind  the  house  which  adjoins 
ours  and  in  that  extension  was  the  dairy  equipment. 
Supposedly  the  dairy  was  in  operation  from  1847  until  1910 

*******************************  ' 
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April  5.  1972 


George  Arden 

President 

Physicians  Planning  Service  Corp. 

292  Madison  Avenue 

New  York,  H.   Y.  10017 

Dear  Dr.  AHen: 

I  have  your  letter  of  Harch  24th,  and  I  have  read  with 
interest  your  description  of  your  home  on  122  East  38th 
Street  in  Hew  York  City.  Vie  are  pleased  to  have  this 
for  our  files. 

I  regret  to  tell  you  that  we  have  no  file  of  Infomiation 
on  the  Isham  and  Beckwith  famjjies.   We  do  have  quite  a 
file  on  Mrs.  Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  Todds,  also  Robert 
and  his  wife  and  children,  but  nothing  on  the  Isham  and 
Beckwith  families. 

I  .  ^*  a6        I  enclose  a  LINCQLtJ  LORE  on  Robert  Lincoln's  children 
^  .\y\^  (A,  Lincoln's  grandchildren),  which  may  interest  you,  but 

will  be  of  no  value  to  you  In  your  research, 

I  regret  that  I  cannot  help  you  in  this  natter. 

Yours  truly. 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
RGM/nlc 


Robert  Lincoln  Home 
At  Washington  Soldj 

[      Mr-!     Helen     MorKan    Hamilton 

'woods     of     Washington.     DC, 

granddaughter  of  the  late  J.  Pier- 

pont    Morgan,    has    P"'-^^^^f„\^f ', 

Robert  .Todd  Lincoln  home  in  that 

Mr^  Woods  said  her  family' 
would  make  the  historic  dwellms 
Iheir  residence  sometime  next 
month.  The  family  consists  of 
Mrs.  woods,  her  y^^^^^--<^-^f'l' 
commissioner  of  New  York  C  ty 
during  the  World  war,  and  four 
children.  , 

Mrs  Charles  Isham,  daughter  of 
Robert  T.idd  Lincoln,  was  the  pre- 
vious owner  of  the  home. 


